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2021: TIME FOR ACTION



Our relationship with nature is broken 



2020 Global Living Planet Index
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SA comparatively at 0.7 kgCO2/GDP

SA in Context: CO 2 vs the World



SDGs agreed on by 193 governments & 
supported by 1000s of companies 
worldwide

In Africa alone there is at least 
US$1.1 trillion in business savings 
& revenue 

OUR PURPOSE
‘To use our financial expertise to do good for 
individuals, families, businesses and society’









Role of Partnerships
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Adopting a holistic approach to sustainability

• Climate change is now regarded as one of the top risks currently facing farmers, 

making farming far less predictable and more challenging than ever before. 

• The focus then should therefore be on mitigating business risk with the goal 

being long term financial sustainability.  

• Renewable Energy is one consideration when building a resilient farm business 

and other aspects such as water, soil health, food waste, bio diversity and 

recycling all form part of the mix.  

• Nedbank has innovative and tailored funding solutions to support farmers with 

sustainable farming interventions where our approach is to understand the 

unique circumstances applicable and to craft an appropriate solution. 
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Renewable Energy ("RE")

An energy source that renews itself 

without effort. Fossil fuels, once 

consumed, are gone forever, while solar 

energy is renewable in that the sun 

energy we harvest today has no effect 

on the sun energy we can harvest 

tomorrow.
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Considerations before going Solar

• South Africa has been plagued by power supply issues for many years and with electricity 
tariffs increasing by 15% businesses margins are under pressure. According to the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) Energy Transition Index 2021, the rising electricity price is one of 
the major contributing factors placing South Africa near the bottom of the list, at 110 out of 
115 countries. 

BUT

• Energy demand does not always follow the sunshine cycle.

• Managing the energy demand and being more energy efficient is crucial before installing 
systems that generate alternative energy

• Evaluate the risk and do the sums – the best time to consider moving your business off the 
grid is when you see there is a significant energy security issue. That is if lost production 
and operations far outweigh the cost of going off grid or installing a hybrid solution.

• Ultimately, farming businesses need to manage their electricity demand, be more energy 
efficient and generate only as much electricity as they can use every day. 

• Examples – grid tie (citrus and mushroom farm) and off grid (extensive beef).
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UNLESS SOMEONE LIKE YOU (AND US) 
CARES A WHOLE AWFUL LOT, NOTHING 

IS GOING TO GET BETTER. IT’S NOT.”

Continued emission of GHGs will cause further 
warming and long-lasting changes in all 
components of the climate system, increasing the 
likelihood of severe, pervasive and irreversible 
impacts for people and ecosystems. Limiting 
climate change would require substantial and 
sustained reductions in greenhouse gas emissions 
which, together with adaptation, can limit climate 
change risks.
SPM 2 (IPCC AR5)


