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moUunEnS  Sopds.  amnong
widhai ok 1Fickel e & Ch &K
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Mg
|frartienaal armibed 1M FeE
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fook thénr wWaon
arciodl 1o 1R oy n

| chiet
|

Wl rsEEl. Thad was tha
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pile of good
pearrs hip oowinbed theatn out
by 1EME, % i miinal
i tha samsall ones or Ehose
il wand @ shightly crackesd 1]
e M eamaned them moes
dlagsedy, Whan he had (b
scied 100 periect acorns he
s enped and wWient 1o bed
Theats Wis pRaoE N Deing
wartlly thws fean. Thie nest dasy |
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o it guite nadural
morg aoect, he

arge  anoagh
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| wens o ey, s b vl 8d e
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EBEtiar todo. Mo cloredsed 1o e
1o o The ridge abowt 100 m
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ihix smprassion that | il
dsiarile him. The |
ol abmolifaly ne W i - |, wis Ha
phggany, bt | was Tt o p
and waghad 10 ENoWwW minnn
about e, Hg o ned the pen
and led fug Nocks b pacure
Before lEaveng. s plunged
his sack ol 8 ully selasmed
angd Gou
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broke wurnder thae
Tl e e
g iy BDas
EHr Y-
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1 CAEER il gk, irpns fo grow  WriEle

- wak alraid thag he was | nothing had B
th o KT bl B Pediilod v For myy in That was when | Degan 1o
ha &l i o b fact & B e i o about the &8 ol this
ri: il Teviamerl ' Aot sd bo 1 EASk | 1 sean the weay he | man. He was obysdusly over
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£ i of the Sea updn A8
<h
it place was inordar. the
dshies  wamshed, the Floor
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nodiced  thaen e wWas
dennly shawsd, thal all his
ns woerne firmly sewed
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o 1hat his clofhing had Deadn
miended with the meticulgus
carg that makes the méds
nivisibbe, He shared hes Sgup
- ma  and afterwards
w
e
s
&
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i | olfered my 1obBoco
b, bz Bl etk Pl hd
mipke, His dog, a8 silen
sl s T semdny valn-

st ncerst cod from Hhe
a1 | should spend the
it (e The mearest «
Lo s weas 82ill fmors thain a day
Brid a teall aveay. Ardd besides |

I acily Tamaliar wath
iy atura® ol 1ha rare vl ages
I FEl el

Hre Ca

four or five of
Fhorm  goaiiared wal Apar
ffom sach oiher on hass
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0. Fitpy-Trea, Fa 1old ma. Hes
nama was Elpeard Bouflier.
Ha had once sd atarm inthe
knvlands. Thare ha had had
hig lite. He had lost his only
gon, than hag wala

Hi had watlsdraven into this
solitude, whirg hes pleasure
wias 10 v lsiguraly with his
lambg ard hig o, It was his
Qpanacen that This larnd wark dy-
ing for wam of trees. He
Boded that, having no wary
pf e g business of hisown,
e hbad resolved to remedy
thig state of affairs

Hince | was at that time, in
sptg of my youth, leading a
salitary e, | wnderstocd how
to deal gently wilh solitary
gpifite. But my very youth
lorced me to consder ihe
luture in relation to mysel
and o a cerain guest for
happiness.,

| told him thag in 30 years
his 10000 caks would be
magnificent. He answerad
gule smply that d God
granted him lifa, in 30 yaars
he would have planed so
many miore that thesas 10000
waould be like & drop of wator
in the pcean

Baosides. he was now
studying the reprodection of
bzl 1r@as Ao Rad & Aurs-
oy ol seedngs grown from
bagchnviing nesr e collage.
The seediings, which he
pratoctisd from heg shaap wah

& ira
begutiful. He was also con

gidaring birchas fof  the
valléys whera, ha tobd e

| thesre wias & cenain BfiaLur of

A Eure a fovw wards Delosw

| tha surface soil

Thes next day we parmed.

The following year chfme
the war of 1914, in which |
wiad invodvesd for the e Bive
wears. An infandryman handy
had time for refleching upon
proms. To fell the qruth, the
thing nself had mads e im-
Pressson upon ma; | e oo
gidered it as o hobly, 8 Samp
collection, and forgotten it

The war over, | found

| miyEel possessed of a tiny de-

miobigisation bonus and hiugs
el ird to braathe frash mr for
& whila 11 vwas wath ng ot hsr
chyectinar thart | again o0k the
rodd Eo the barren lands.
The countrysede had not
changed Howavar, Beyond
the desartad l.ulluuu- |
glimpsad in iha dsance a
sort- of greyah mist  that
coversd  the iR ops
like a carpat, Since the day
before, | had begun 1o think
again of the shepherd ree-
plamiar. "“Ten thousand
oaks,” | refbected, “really (aka
up quiste & b of space. *'| had
AN 100 many men die
diFing thass hve véars nod to
imagane absly that Elpgard
Bousfiinr wias daad, stpecially

fence, were wary | Since 8t 20, onae regands mian

| of B0 as old memn wit bt e g

It o do but dia

He was ot desd As 8
matier o fact ha was ax-
Iramely spry. He had changas
jodis. Mow he had anly Powr
shesp DUt ingradd, 100 b
Rives. He hiad got rd af iha
sheep beacause thay haaal
ened his young raes. Fad, e
told men [and | gavy or my
saif], tha wine had doaniebed
him nat at all. Hae had impar-
wrbably comtinpad 1o slant

The caks of 1910were than
10 years ofd and taller than
avthgr of 5. M wad an sm
Prassneg Speciacla. | was b
wally speechless pnd, as he
g el 1Ak we Spant the
wihiphs dary wwalkimg in silence
thrpuigh e forest. In thres
SBCTIONE, i mastured 11 bm
n langth and 3 kmoat s
Greacest width. ¥when you re:
migmibarsd (hat & ks had

| sprung Troen e hands and

tha soil of thig e man
withoul technecal resourcns
youl undarsand that men
Coilld ba a8 eMectual as God
in raplimg offer than thai of
dasiruction.

He had pursued his plan,
and beech trees as high as my
shoulbder, spreading out as far
a5 the eye could reach, con-
ifméd # He showed ma
handsome dwmps of birch
planted five years bafore —

¥ —

that is, in 1818, whan | e |
| bean fighting at Verdur kg
| had set them out in all the
valléys where hHa
| guessed — and rightly — thag
| Ehaisr @ vl resod s urs &l moss

| ]
| ther sudsce of the groung
| They wers B delicate g
| voung gerls, and very well g,
| 1mbdag Pyl
| Crastion seemed e -
| At in @ Bort ol chain resg.
o, Hia dedl iol waor ry sbhout g
ihn was  determinediy
| pursuing hig tagk in &l g
| smplicity; bat 88 we weng
| bach towearcs the village | o
wenter flowng in Berook: hag
| had bpen dey since kg
| oy of mad, Thes was 1y
most IMprestave  rosulr of
chain  rescison  that wel
EEL ]
Thgsa dry Sreams  had
onéa, BNg age run  wiik
| water. Some of the dreary
| willages | manticned beforg

| hasd Biven built on the sites of
ancenl Homan sefrlemeni s
waces of which szl

| maEned; and archsaclosss

gaploning thare, had fownd
fishhooks wihare if -~
LN cEflury, CEIaIMmE Wirs
mpaded B0 ARsErE B Small
supply of water
The wind 106, sc&teraed
paods. As the wWaler
appesred, $o  thafe
ippeared  wal s P e
raadowd, gardens, |l
arnd & ceman IR
Being alive. But tha ar
| formation took place so g
| wally Ehat i DesEme B

thiy pariiern walhaul caus
ENY AEGMERTmEE

Hunjers. dimbang indo t
WL NS N puf St of Rares
or wild Boar. hed of courss
Roticid thi Sudden growst b of
litiha trees. bt hod stiributec
il To Soemed caprice of §hs e
I'hat 15 wihy R ong medded
with ElEsafd Boutlfiagr's work
| W he had bean detacted hi
| woaikd have had opposstion
He wwas undstsctabla. Who
thit willages or in thar ndmin
istration could have dreamaed
of such pérSaverance In
magrulicent gl:-n.m':q’.ﬂl',lil

To heve amthing lke
preciae jdea of this axcept
e Chbf &&8 & are missd ol
Tonged 1hat hé weorked in ota
solitiuca: &0 total ihai, 1o
wiards the and of his e he
lagt 1he habst of speech. O
pRrhans it was thet e S8 [
hiaed for it

In 1833 he received & wisit
Iram & forest ranger whao
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mified him of an order
against lighting fires out of
diors for fear of andangering
the grewth of this natural
foresl B was the firgd Gma,
thie i tald him ndively that
hett hisd ever haard of a forest
growning of its own accord

4p that time Bouffier was
aboud o plant beeches ai a
spat some 12 km from his
collage. In ordér fo awoid
travelling back and forth
for b was then 78 = ha
planned i bulld a stene cabin
right &t the plantation. The
nesl yaar he did 0.

In 1835 & whola delegation
eamé fram the Gowverement

o examing the  “maboral
forgst”, There was a high
cificial from tha Forest

Servics, B dapuly, technsc-
lang. There was & greatl deasl
of ineffechual 1adk.

It was decided that somsa-
thing must be done and
faortunately., nothing was
come except the only helpful
hing: the whole forest was
placedundar iha protecion of
v State, and charcoal burn-
irg prohsbeied. For i@ was m-
possble mot 10 be captivated
Iny the bepauty of those poung
trees in the fullness of haalth,
and thery cast thiir spell oves
the deputy himsal.

A friend of mane was
mmong the forestry olficens ol
ihe delegation. To him | ex-

pained the mystery. One doy
thi followsirng wessl W v
logeined o ses Elpeasd
Bouffiar. We found him hard
anwork, sarme 10 ke Froem the
ol wihene 1he iNEDection
had talan place.

This forester was not my
friend fof nothing. He was
weara ol values. He knew
e B kot SilanE | dslivered
thir eggs | had brought as a
prosant, Wi shared gur lunch
among the thees of us and
spent several hours n word-
less contemplation of the
coumrysida,

In the direction from which
war hiad comes thie lopes were
covered with rees & o Tm
wall | remambared how the
larel had kooked in 1813, a
desen ... Peaceful. regular
1oil the vigorous mountain
air, frugality and, abowve all,
sargnity in the spirit had an-
downed this old man with
waoe-inspiring haalth. He was
o o God's sihetes. |
wondered Ndw Many more
areas he wos poang 1o covar
with Irees,

Belore laavng my Triend
simply made & brief $uggest.
iom abowd ceriain spocios of
lﬂ]‘ﬂ's Tt !I'I{I E.l}" hfﬂ'
spemed pamecularly  suited
for, He did not lorce the point,
"laf the wery good reason”
he wld ma I@er, “tha
Baulier Ernows marg about 8
than | de.”" At tha and of an
hour's wolking — having
nernad & over in has mind —
e addad: "Ha knows a ot
more about i than anybody.
Hi's digcovered a wonderful
welty bo by happyl”

it was thanks {o thes officer
that nigit only forest b also
the happdnass of the manwas
protecied He delegated three
rangers 10 the tadk, and o
ter rofised tham that they nes
mained proof against all the
bomie of wine the charcoal-
burnars could offar,

Thee only serious danger to
the work occurred during the
war of 1939, As cars were
being run on ga
[l -boiir i Gemerators],
there was never  encugh
woood. Cutting was started
among the caks of 1910, b
the area was so far from any
raibway thal the emerprise
twrnied out 1o be finandally
wngound. Bt was abandomned,

The shepherd had sesn
nothing of i He was 30 km
aveay, paacelully Gontinuing
his work, ignoring the war of

1939 as he sgnared thai of
1914,

| saw Elrsard Bowuffier for
the last time in June of 1945
He was then 87,

| had staried back along the
route throwgh the wwasie-
lands; but mow, in Spite of the
cisorder in which the vear had
kalt tha country, thars was a
bug renning betwean the
Ourance Yalley and the
iU n. e Buted the fact
that | ng longer recognised
the goenas of my aarler
|ourneys 1o s relatively
spaedy ransponation.

It toak the name of a village
B COrvios me Ehat | was sl -
ually in that region that had
been all ruins and descl ation.

Tha bus put me down 0
Vargons, In 1973 this hamilet
af 10 or 12 houses had three
inhabtants. Thay had been
savage croatures. hating ane
angther, living by trap@ng
game, little removed,
physically and morally, from
the condions of prahistoric
man. All about them netiles
were fesding upon the re-
mains of abandonsd housas.
Their condition had been
baryond hopa. For them, noth-
ing b 5 eweRit death — & Sit-
ualiaon which raraly
| predisposes 1o wirtue,
| Eur-.ihlr'rg was changed
| Even the air, Instoad of the
| harsh dry winds that ussd 1@
| afftack ma & gemle Dieess

wiks  blowsng  laden  with
| scante, A spund like waler
| camea from the mountains: |

wiks the wind in the Torest
| mmt amazing of all. | heard

The actusl sound of water fall-
| ing into & pool.

| saw that a fountain had
| b buslt, that it flowed
| freely and — whai touched
e mast — (hat semeons had
planied a lindan bagide i, a
lindan thal must have been
| towr years old, abready in full
leaf, the inceniesiable
symibol of resurrecton

Besides, VWergons  bore
midanca of labour &1 the Sort
o undernaking for which
hope is required. Hopa, ihen,
had retwrned. Ruins had bean
deared away, dilapidated
wialls Torn down and live
houses resioned.

Nows thearg weare 28 inhabit-
ants, four of them young
married couples.

"The new houses, freshly
plasrered, were surrounded
Iy gardens where vegotablos
and flowwers grew in ondely

cousion, cabbages and
roges, lesks and snap-
dragons, osfery and anome-
ones. it was now a villoge
wihers ong would ke to live.

Froem that poing | wearl on
feor The war just finished
had not allosved tha  full
blooming of lifte, but Lararus
wis ouf of the tomb. On the
lerevur slopes of the mountain
I sanw litdle findds of barley and
rve; deep in that narrow
wvalley the mabdows wars
LuUrning gF sen.

It has aken only sight yaars
mnce 1han for tha whole
countryside 1o glow with
hpaith and prospesity, Cin tha
siw of the ruins | had saen in
1913 nowe stand naat farmas,
cleanly plasterad. bastilying
1o a happy and comfortable
life. The old streams, fed by
tha rains and snows that tha
foresl conserves, ane flowing
again. Their walers hawve
Besary chamnedlad.

o mach farm, in groves of
maphes, fowntain pools over-
fow on to carpets of frash
ming. Linle by Nitle tha
villages have bean rebusl,
Prople from the plains, whare
|land i costly, have setiled
hara, bringing youthmation,
the spiet of adverture. Along
i rodds you miset hearty
men and waman boys and
girls  who wunderstand
laughter and have recoversd
a taste for picnics. Counting
the formar population, wn-
recognisable now that they
liva in comforl more than

10000 people owe their
Rhappinéss to Elzeard
Bouwfiier.

When | mlleci the one
man, armad only with his
own physical and moral re-
sources, was able o cause
this land of Canaan o spring
from the wasteland, | am con-
wnced that, in spite of avery-
thing. humanity 5 sdmirabla,
But wihan | compute the un-
faling greatness of spiril and
the tenacity of benevolsnce
thalt # must have taken (o
achieve this result, | am taken
with an immanse respect for
that ofd @nd  unlesneed
peasam who was able o
complete & work worihy of
God.

Elzeard: Bouffier died
peacefully in 1947 at the
hospica in Bangn. @

Raprintad from The Farmar.
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